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A Propoſal to the Parliament, 
Concerning the reſtraint of the growing Miſchief of Cheating: 


By a Perſon that is a great ſufferer thereby, but yet more deſirous of the Publick 
Good, than of the Reparatjon of his Priyate Loſſes, ot Revenge of Injuries. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, : 

Our great Wiſdom muſt neceſſarily inform you, that Trade is the ſtrength of this Nation, andthe Myne from 
whence the Treaſure of this City ſprings; and that Juſtice and Honeſty among men, is the Life of Trade, 
and ſecurity againſt Frauds the great encouragement thereunto : I do therefore humbly offer to your 
Conſideration, whether the great abounding of Cheats among us be nat an evident ſigne of a defect 
of that ſecurity which is neceſſary herein; aijd do not call upon you, who are the Repairers of our Brea- 

ches, to make the fence ſtronger. | | 6-0 

And Sirs, the great abounding of this fort of men among us, and their many wicked practiſes to the ruine ot 
thouſands, and great diſcouragement of Trade, is a thing ſo notoriouſly known, and the Inſtances are ſo numberlels, 
that I ſhall not divert your thoughts long from your buſineſs of a higher Nature and greater Conſequence, by rcla- 
ting many ſtories: only give me leave to mention Four, that in the ſpace of one year (being a perſon of little bu- 
ſineſs, and à ſmall trade) I my ſelf have been concern d in. 

The firſt, of three men that gave themſelves out as Security for Monies to ſeveral Scriveners in the City. One of 
them a man that had viſible to the world, between 5 and 600 J. per annum in good houſes: A ſecond drove a con- 
ſiderable trade, and had Land both in Polleſſion and Reverſion: The third kept a great Brew-houle, and had ſo 
good a Repute for honeſty and Eſtate among his Neighbours , that I have heard he was had in nomination for a 
Cammon-councel-man. Theſe three took up, at the ſame time when I gave them Credit, 11 or 1200 J. upon their joynt 
Bonds; and are now all three broke, two of them cannot be heard of, the other takes ſanctuary in the Temple: 
and a Statute of Bankrupt having been ſince executed upon them all three, it plainly appears that at the time they took 
up this 1200 J. (and wquld have had five times more if they could) they were 5020 J. worſe than nought ; whereby 
it is evident their taking up this money was perfect Robbery, The ſecond, of one that having by pretences of ho- 
neſty and induſtry, married a Relation of a poor woman that uſe ] my houſe, made her an inſtrument to my Wite to 
borraw money on a Martgage of Land in the Country to put him in ſtock to ſet up his Trade, which in meer Charit 
che bring repreſented for an induſtrious man) I lent him, whereas it appear d afterward his writings were all forged, 
aad [ loſt every peny of my money. | 

The third, of a Merchant that conſpired with a Trades-man that had broke before, that the ſaid Trades-man ſhould 
go buy ſeveral Commodities as a Countty-Gentleman for friends in the Conntry, and have the Sellers unto this Mer- 
chant's houſe to receive their money, pretending he had ordered money into the ſaid Merchants hands out of the 
Country to that purpoſe. When they came, they were had inta the Merchant's Counting-hauſe,he ſitting in great ſtate:the 
Country-Gentleman deſires him to pay the perſon he brought fo much money, for modities bought, out of vet he 
received yeſterday for him out of the Country. The Merchant pretends a diſappointment by the Carriers falling ſhort of 
money, and that he feared he would not pay it till next week: whereat the Gentleman fumes very much; deſires the 
Merchant to depoſite ſo much money for ſo ſhort a time, and he ſhould have money of him twice as long: which the Mer- 
chant (pretending great diſburlments at preſent) declines, but profers his Note at ten days, promiſing withal, that if 
the Gentleman's money came to his hands next day, they ſhould have it. The deluded Trades-men ſeeing this Merchant 
live in a fair houſe, and in a good port, venture to take his Note: but before the ten days be expired, my Merchant takes 
all his goods, and by night leaves his houſe and his Creditors to ſeek him and their money if they could tell where. 

Tü tourth of a young man, whom I had known the whole time of his Apprentiſcſhip to be a diligent and labori- 
ous perſan, and in good Repute with his Maſter and all men: and afterwards I let him a conveniencie in my own houſe 
tor his work (which related to the Trade drive) where he behaved himſelf fo well for two or three years, that he ob- 
tained the conſent of an ingenious and vertuous young Gentlewoman of a good Family (who ſojourned with us) and 
of all her Relations, and marri'd her; and afterwards took a Shop and traded in a hopeful way, being ( to all mens ap- 
prehenſions) very induſtrious, and to his Wife moſt loving; but being ſecretly wicked in heart (without any neceſlity 
or provocation) he improyes all this fair ſhow to get money to Intereſt of his own and Wives Relations, and money and 
goods of ſeveral other perions 3 and haying gather'd all together, at a deſigned time (ends his Wife into the Country, 
prorailing to come to her at a certain day; and gave out to all men, that he was going to her at the ſame day; but 
writes her word that extroardinary buſineſs falling out, he could not come to her until a week after; by which means 
ſhe thinking he had been at home, and his Family and Friends that he was with her, he had the opportunity of a 
whole weeks time to go with his Booty out of the reach of his Creditors, and cannot be heard of ſince. 

Theſe Iaſtances of ſo many Cheats happening to ſo inconſiderable a perſon, in fo ſhort a time, may convince your 
Honours of the great abounding thereof iu this City during your Cquverſe, wherein (this giving occaſion to the di- 
ſcourſe ) you will hear of ſo many of the like nature, that they will eyen ire your patience 5 w ereby [| find many of 
my own acquaintance,aad others that are men of Reaſon,ſo fir diſequraged, that they think of leaving off all Trade, and 
living ſparingly oa what they have, far fea; of heing cheated of all. _ Fo 


Having thus repreſented the State of this matter to your Honqurs, I do earneſtly heſeech your grave conſideration, 
whether the Laws agaiat this Villauy, which are already Eſtabliſhed among us, be not too milde for the Hainouſneſs 
thereof 5 e ſo much exceeded in Seyerity by the Laws of other Nations about us: and if ſo, I ſhall pray to 
Cod to direct your hearts to the proviſion of ſuch ſtricter Laws as may be effectual to redreſs this great Grievance. That 
fer your fidelity to the truſt repoſed in you by thoſe you repreſent , 201 for your wiſdome and induſtry in ſerving your 
Generation in this and may other beneficial De ſi nes, bo:h we that aig preſent, and the Generation to come, may (with 


eercnce) riſe up and call you Bleſled. 
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